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WIDA Performance Definitions Listening and Reading,ﬁrades K-12

WTDA

.\-

At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with instructional support, English language learners will process. ..

Discourse Level Sentence Level Word/Phrase Level
Linguistic Complexity Language Forms and Conventions Vocabulary Usage
Level 6 - Reaching Language thar meets all criteria through Level 5, Bridging
Rich dﬂcrip[lw discourse with cump]r.x . 'Cnmpﬂund., cump]:r. gmmman'c'.ﬂ # Technical and abstract content-area
Level 5 SEnicnces constructions {c.g., multiple phrases and language
Bridain Cohesive and organized related ideas dlauses) * Words and expressions with shades of
9ing * A broad range of sentence patterns meaning for each content area
characteristic of particular content areas
Connected discourse with a variety of * A varicty of complex grammarical # Specific and some technical content-area
Level 4 sEntences constructions language
di Expanded related ideas * Sentence patterns characteristic of * Words and expressions with muldple
S particular content areas meanings or collocations and idioms for
each content area
Discourse with a series of extended * Compound and some complex {e.g., noun = Specific content words and expressions
Lavel 3 senteEnces phrasc., verb phra:.c. prcposl[inna] phra:.:} * Words or exXpressions related to content
Developing Related ideas grumman'ca] constructions area with common collocations and idioms
* Sentence paticIns across CONCENt areas 3CTOSS CONEENE Areis
Mulkiple related simple sentences * Compound grammatical constructions = General and some specific content words
Level 2 An idea with details * Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns and expressions (induding cognates)
Emerging ACT0SS COMICNE Arcis = Social and instrucrional words and
EXPressiOns 4CToss Content areas
Single statements or questions * Simple grammarical constructions (e.g., = General content-related words
Level 1 An idea within words, phrases, or chunks commands, Wh- questions, declaratives) * EBveryday social and instructional words
Entering of language * Common social and instructional forms and expressions
and parterns

...within sociocultural contexts for language use.



Resource Guide

Figure 5L:

Writing Rubric of the WIDA™ Consortium

Grades 1-12

Linguistic Complexity Vocabulary Usage Language Control
A variery of sentence

lengths of varying linguistic Consistent use of just the Has reached comparabilicy
complexity in a single rightly rightword in just the right to that of English proficient
organized paragraph or in place; precise Viocabulary peers functioning ar che
well-organized extended Usage in general, specific or “proficient” level in state-wide
text; tight cohesion and technical language. A55ERSITEN 5,

OTgAniEation

A variery of sentence
lengths of varying linguistic
complexity in a single
organized paragraph or in
extended text; cohesion and
organiztion

Usage of technical language
related to the content area;
evident facility with needed
vocabulary.

Approaching comparabilicy
to that of English proficient
peers; ermors don't impede
comprehensibilicy:

A variery of sentence Ulzage of specific and some Generally comprehensible
lengths of varyving linpuistic technical language related at all times, errors dont
complexity emerging to the content area; lack of impade the overall meaning:
cohesion used o provide needed vocabulary may be such errors may reflect firse
derail and claricy. oocasonally evident language interference.
Generally comprehensible
Simple and expanded Usage of general and some when writing in sentences;

sentences that show emerging
cornplexity used © provide
derail.

spedfic language related

to the content area; lack of
needed vocabulary may be
evident.

comprehensibilicy may from
time to time be impaded by
errors when attempting to

produce more complex exr.

Phrases and short sentences;
varying amount of rexr may
be copied or adapred; some

ACCEMpE At organization may
be evidenced.

Ulsage of general language
related to the content area;
lack of vocabulary may be

evident.

Generally comprehensible
when text is adapted from
model ar source texe, or when
original text is limired oo
simple text: comprehensibilior
may be often impeded by
IS,

Single words, set phrases or
chunks of simple language;
varying amounts of text

miay be copied or adapred;
adapted text contains original

langmage.

Usage of highest frequency
vocabulary from school
serting and content areas.

Generally comprehensible
when text is copied or
adapred from medel or source
tewt; comprehensibilicy may
b significantly impeded in
original text.

Adapted from ACCESY for ELLs® Training Tolkit and Test Administration Manuals, Series 103 (2007-08)
*Level 6 is reserved for students whose written English is comparable to that of their English-proficient peers.
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